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Recognition

A program for indigenous artists
and organizations

‘‘

‘‘

When words are given,
they never die.

This program is the fulfillment of a promise,
namely the pledge to provide adequate support
for Indigenous People in recognition of their
energy, daring, talent, imagination and hard work.
We hope that it will serve to bring dreams into
being while building bridges, showcasing and
promoting artists and works that reflect the
richness and importance of Indigenous cultures.

- Anne-Marie Jean

Chief Executive Officer, CALQ

Those who will come
will hear them.
Menutakuaki aimun,
apu nita nipumakak.
Tshika petamuat
nikan tshe takushiniht.

,,

,,

- Joséphine Bacon, Poet

Compagne des arts et des lettres du Québec
Poem from the collection Message Sticks
(Tshissinuatshitakana), translated by Phyllis Aronoff,
Mawenzi House Publishers, 2013.

‘‘

For many moons, I have followed
the pathways of music and creation
and have often stopped to help young
Indigenous artists who dream of music.
I am proud to have played a role in
developing this program, which meets a need
that I have witnessed on many occasions.
I am pleased with the program’s openness and
I hope many Indigenous artists will avail
themselves of this tool to express
their talent and vision.

- Florent Vollant

Compagnon de l’Ordre des arts
et des lettres du Québec
Recognition Program spokesperson

,,

THE RECOGNITION

Program

The Recognition program stems from close collaboration between
the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec (CALQ) and the
Indigenous arts community. It was conceived within a perspective
of dialogue, listening and respect following a consultation of
a wide variety of artistic and cultural practitioners from
First

Nations

and

Inuit

communities.

They

enhanced

the process of reflection through their experience and knowledge

Open, inclusive, flexible and tailored to Indigenous cultures’ needs and
realities, as well as to their specific ways of creating and disseminating
artworks, the Recognition program is designed to support the Indigenous
artistic community’s reappropriation, reconstruction and development
efforts. To that end, it seeks to:
Contribute to the knowledge, recognition and promotion of Indigenous
artists and arts.
Foster the reappropriation, transmission and development of traditional
Indigenous knowledge, languages and arts.
Facilitate Indigenous artists’ early careers and professional development
by supporting their first professional experiences, in addition to sponsorships and guidance.
Encourage the respect of Indigenous protocols.

Sam Ojeda in Ioskeha and Tawiscara : The Great Game of Creation. Montreal First Peoples’ Festival. Photo : Mario Faubert.

of the issues facing Indigenous artists, writers and organizations.

open
inclusive
flexible

Artists,

this program is for you if

Indigenous artists may apply for financial
aid under 3 different program
components:
Revitalization, creation and transmission
Supports Indigenous people’s artistic practices throughout their careers.
Supports the distribution, circulation and promotion of Indigenous works
and artists inside as well as outside Québec.

You are an Inuit or are a member
of one of Canada’s First Nations.
Your commitment is ongoing, regardless
of whether your artistic practice is traditional,
customary, contemporary or a mixture thereof.
You have taken part in, produced, presented
or distributed a work outside of your training
or educational program in a setting recognized
by your peers, Elders or community.

Examples of activities that may be eligible for support: research, collecting,
documentation, artistic transmission, first works, creation, training, professional
development, internships, mentoring, travel, residencies, exchanges, first professional
experiences, sponsorships, circulation, promotion, etc.

Microgrants
This component facilitates artists’ early career and Indigenous artists’ professional
development by supporting first professional experiences, mentorships and guidance.
Supports Indigenous artists in their practice throughout their careers.
Supports the dissemination, circulation and promotion of Indigenous works and artists
inside as well as outside Québec.
Includes a simplified submission process and a shorter response time.
Ideal for up-and-coming Indigenous artists.

Danya Danger, Émilie Monnet, Nahka Bertrand and Anik Sioui,
Odaya group. Photo : Tanya Fawn.

Examples of activities that may be eligible for support: transmission, training,
internships, first professional experiences, mentorships, travel, circulation of works,
specialized equipment rental, purchase of materials, promotion, creation, research, etc.

Impetus
Boosts the careers of Indigenous artists by providing them with their first grant.
This application must be submitted by another artist or cultural worker, who is responsible
for putting together the documentation. Applications may also be submitted by members
of the artist’s community or by the artist’s entourage.
There is a deadline for submissions. Please consult the program page on the website.
Applications are evaluated by a jury that meets once a year and includes Elders, artists
and seasoned and recognized Indigenous creators or cultural managers.

this program is for you if

You are a legally constituted non-profit
organization headquartered in Québec.

A majority of your Board members are Inuit or
Indigenous people belonging to one of Canada’s
First Nations and who are Canadian citizens
who usually reside in Québec.

Hannah Claus, Chant pour l’eau, 2014. Photo : R. Dubé.

You offer services or present professional
artistic activities.

Revitalization, creation and transmission
This component supports projects undertaken by Indigenous artistic and
organizations involving the dissemination, circulation and promotion of Indigenous
works and artists inside as well as outside Québec.
Examples of activities that may be eligible for support: creation, production
or remounts of performance, shows or events; activities involving promotion,
circulation, recording or dissemination; hosting artists or apprentices in residence;
artistic transmission; support services to artists, etc.

Development of organizational capabilities
This component supports various initiatives, including the development
and strengthening of Indigenous artistic organizations.
Examples of activities that may be eligible for support: organizational consolidation
and developement, staff hiring and training, audience development, national/international
development, fundraising, etc.

Marco Collin and Soleil Launière in Là où le sang se mêle,
Productions Menuentakuan. Photo: Guillaume Sabourin.

Organizations,

Indigenous organizations may apply
for financial aid under 2 different program
components:

Good to know

Questions?

The program is geared towards
established artists as well as
up-and-coming artists.

The program supports customary,
traditional and contemporary art forms.

A portion of the application may
be presented orally (video recording).

The form is downloadable from the
program page.

Detailed program information
is available at
www.calq.gouv.qc.ca
Mélanie Lumsden is the Program Officer in charge
of the Recognition program.

Applications for financial aid may be
submitted at any time (except for the
Impetus component, which has an
annual deadline for submissions).

The CALQ has offers other programs
for which Indigenous artists, writers
and organizations may be eligible.

Peer evaluation is the guiding principle
for the awarding of financial support by
the CALQ. Applications submitted under
the Recognition program will be evaluated by a jury of which most of
the members are artists, creators and
recognized Indigenous professionals,
Elders or cultural managers who are
representative of the Indigenous
artistic community.

A grant covers the artist’s remuneration
during the completion of his or her
project, in addition to purchases of
materials; studio, hall and equipment
rentals; registration/internship fees;
travel/living expenses (including
accommodation and per diems);
and promotion, design, pre-production,
production and remount related
expenses.

She can be reached by email
(melanie.lumsden@calq.gouv.qc.ca)
or by phone at 514-864-8885
or 1 800-608-3350 (toll-free).
If you would like to meet with Ms. Lumsden,
please contact her to make an appointment.

Fostering respect for Indigenous protocols
The CALQ calls on all artists and artistic organizations, Indigenous as well
as non-Indigenous, to adopt an approach that is respectful of Indigenous
artistic expression, cultural protocols and rights.
Collaborative efforts leading to genuine exchanges should pave the way
for the completion of artistic projects that address or incorporate distinctive
aspects of Indigenous cultures.

The text of the Recognition program published on the CALQ’s website shall prevail.

Ella Neeposh,mittens, 1984. Published with the permission of Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute.
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